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L. Surmer Maneuvers

8o ds of 20 July 1948, part of the Fourth Army was preparing to move for
swimer maneuvers; this Army occuples part of Mecklenburg and the Alitmark,

with headquarters in the incke Barracks, rdeburg. Elements of the First
ffwards llechanized/ Army and Eighth [Ouards/ Army also are preparing to go
Of MaEneuvers.,

25X1A M Corment: Except for the bracketed portions azbove, source has called

The tUne ¢ofreetly in naming twe of three armies. "Fourth Army® might be
interpreted as Fourth Guards Mechanized Army bu% this would not agree with
the accepted locations of the latter, This is the fourth source in recent
months to make such identification without any asparent confusion writh either
Fourth Guards MNechanized Army or IV Artillery Corps. Our last report on the
Backe Barracks, Magdeburg, (6-8 April 1348, P=3} sbated that a headquarters :
staff was billeted there and that 40 vehieless in the compound I 25X1C

25X1C I (o o' appear on any available list of Soviet

25x1C I i~ Gervany. Further inquiry will be cttempteds

b, Southbound troop movements began in mid-July from the Hagenow-Schwerir=
Wittenburg area. Armored and mechanized units enpaged in this move are believ
ad o be headed for the Eisenach~Kindl or Ohrdruf training areas. Units
stationed in Magdebury, Stendal, and Gardelegen are shoul to proceed to Dnlle
{¥63) in the Letzlinger Heide. {Jagdschlosgs Letzlingen, 10 kilometers north-
wiest of Dolle, was Fourth Army headquarters from June to auvtumn 1947). Conrrent-
25X1C 1y there is lively truck traffic between Dolle and komendatwa in Stendal
and Gardelezen.

% Hathenow (Z15)

a. Fourth artillery Cerps troops on furlough from alitengrabow have said that
Gorps units now in the latier training area would not return “o Rathenow at
the end of July, bubt would go to Thuringia for asseably in the Trfurt area,

25X1C

25X1A Comm-it 3 In support of Paragraph 2a, source offers the contradictory
statement tHat "alin indigenous personnel at Ratherow barrucks have been

given notice and vsome®,of them ziven four wesk paid vagations.)
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5. Gardelegen (¥4s) CONFIDENTIAL

The Gardelegen-3tendal road has been closed belwesn Gardelegen and
Javanitz (Y54}, A former German airfield, once used by thr parachute
troop school in Stendal, is being rcconstructed north of the road.

#

Brandenburg (223)

2. & uwidt with 20¢ mm howitzers was shifted lo Altengrabow in early

June and was replaced in Brandenburg by an AP "brigads” which includes

two battalions of 76 mm AT guns 42, with vehicles
A + [} 3 i ¥

: . 5X1C
with vehicles
' Also in Drana-25X1C
guns and vehicles in

25X1C

gnburg is an

25X1C

b. Only a few planes have been seen ab Neuenwlorf airfield recently
{Z25). Briest alrfield (Z1v} is being reconstructed.

5 Oranienburg (267)

a. #ecording to Soviet officers, the armored reviment staticned in

the former concentration cawp is an armored corps cadre which, up %o
early June, was subordinate to armored headquartevrs in iberswalde (V(8).
Since mid-June, this cadre has been placed under an army in Firstenberg
(U82) /Second Cuards Mech Army7, receiving its tactical orders end sup-
plies from an armored divisior in Neuruppin firesusably 12 Guerds Tank
Division/.

b, TIbt is claimed that this cadre is the only unit r2ady for action
Aot explained/, It is now changing its old tanks for JS5-3's, 35 of
which arrived on 14 July.

¢. The cadre's replacement and reeruit depobts are loc.*ed in Borgsderf
{277). Schmachtenhagen (277), Germemndorf {207}, Bden (Z67}, Zihlsdorf
{Z87), Zehlendorf (287) and Summt (Z86). Strength of the training units
is esbimated at approximately 15,000 men. After basie infantry training,
the men are assigned to armored units, receiving appropriate training

at thwe Borgsdorf tank school. Ufficers recoive field training and map
work in the Rirstenberg-ldwenberg area,

d. an AT brigsde evacuated Borgsdorf, 105 July, on two southbound
freight tralns, each train hauling 35-40 AT juns,

&. Contrary to reports, no e¢ivilian priseners in the Oranienburg camp
were released alter physical exawinabtion in May 1948, Only those wnfit
Lor work and the faw who adopted the party lire were relsased; the cthers
were shipped to lussia via Frenkfurt /Oder.

6 Geruerndorf (257)
Germerndorf airfield is occupied by approximately 5,000 men. Observed
on the field were thirty PR-2, twelve PE-3, and {ive PO-2 aircraft. The
PR dive bombers practise bomb relsase work over +he Kremuen marshes (Z57).
7a Schdnwalde (865)

On 18 July, an unreported number of PE~2 ané FE-% bombers were seen at
thie 7icld. These planes also train over the ¥remmen area.

8. Thersualde (V08)

It is believed that the mechanized division ir Bad Freienwalde and the
armoresd division in Eberswalde have moved ints the Ludwigslust-Hagenow

25X1X area (T55-T24). Courler service has been started between Hagenow and
Eberswalde.,
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